
and discuss Jewish values por-

trayed therein.  In addition, stu-

dents will take photos that illus-

trate Jewish values in their envi-

ronment. This program is owned 

jointly by the Levine Sklut Judaic 

Library, Jewish Federation of 

Greater Charlotte and Hebrew 

High. 

] More students than ever ex-

pressed an interest in being part 

of our student council.  These 

students are our ambassadors to 

the community, helping at com-

munity events, spearheading 

Tzedaka projects and leading 

the school in ruach (spirit).  

] Great pizza nights!  Monthly 

pizza dinners that serve as the 

basis of our Tzedakah program.  

Come eat pizza for a good 

cause! 

] Scott Fried visit November 18th ï 

popular speaker, Scott Fried 

shared his inspirational story of 

living with HIV.  Scott had a tra-

ditional Jewish upbringing and 

shares the story of how his life 

was derailed by one bad deci-

sion.   

] Hebrew High was a proud spon-

(Continued on page 6) 
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By: Roz Cooper  

  

Hebrew High, The Place 

Where Jewish Leaders 

Are Made!!!!  

 

 Weôre off and running for the 

5770 Hebrew High season!  First tri-

mester classes were fun and educa-

tional and our opening program 

gave parents and students a chance 

to think about the kind of knowledge 

needed to preserve Judaism for fu-

ture generations.    

Following are some highlights of this 

session: 

] The eighth grade class is the 

largest in CHS history, with more 

than 90% of available students 

registered. 

] A record number of parents have 

joined our PTO.  That means that 

we can offer more special pro-

grams, enhance holiday celebra-

tions and the quality of our 

classes.  For those who have not 

yet joined, please send a $25 

check to the CHS office and mark 

it PTO. 

] New program ï Jewish Lens  ï 

introduced in Post Confirmation 

class.  Students will view photos 

From the Directorõs Desk 

 

Hebrew 

High has 

over 210 

students!  

Our largest 

enrollment 

to date!!  

Thanks to our 
Parents! 
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first experiences celebrating a holiday that was not 

their own, they shared so much with us and we 

were so thrilled to have such an interactive panel.  

Our students are so inquisitive and thoughtful! The 

year ahead will be a wonderful learning experience 

for us all.  

By: Rabbi Cantor and Reuven Green 

  

 This past term in Temple Israel's 8th and 
9th grade classes was one filled with heated 
discussions of immigrant rights in the United 
States and Israel from the Jewish perspective. 

 We opened the term with a   viewing of 
the recent Israeli film, 'James' Journey to Jeru-
salem' about a man who leaves his village in 
southern Africa to travel to Israel on a pilgrim-
age, and is mistaken for an illegal immigrant. 
The film follows the difficulties and disturbing 
events that he has to endure. While the film is 
fiction, it's purpose was to 
introduce the conversation 
about basic human rights for 
those called "illegal" immi-

grants. 

 Our discussions contin-
ued with our special guest, 
Jordan Forsythe, a local immigration attorney. 
She led discussions on Jewish perspectives and 
how workers should be treated.  

 We ended the term with guest speaker 
Scott Fried. 

 

 

 

Page 2 Hebrew High Lights 

Temple Israel 8th & 9th 

Grade Core  

Temple Beth El 8th & 9th Grade Core  

By Howard Seidler, Betsy Olinger and Kim 

Levy 

 

 What a wonderful start to our He-

brew High year!  Our core classes got to 

know each other quickly as we explored  a 

variety of interesting topics.   To start the 

year off we delved into the always interest-

ing topic of Gossip, Trust and Cheating.  

The students were able to share real life ex-

periences and relate this topic to their lives 

in middle school and high school.  As we ex-

plored the topic from a Jewish perspective, 

the students were able to problem solve and 

gain some insight into their own situations.   

We moved on the following week to discuss 

forgiveness, revenge and rebuking.  Again, 

we shared experiences and related the Tal-

mudic laws to our own lives.  

 The next three ses-

sions explored Finding a Soul 

mate, Divorce and Marriage, 

and Interfaith Dating and 

Marriage.    The students took 

surveys on finding their soul 

mates and we shared our criteria for finding 

"the one".   This was a lively class, as the 

students explored what really matters in a 

relationship- from religion to musical tastes.   

The last week we were able to bring in an 

amazing panel of adults who shared their 

stories of interfaith marriage.  

 They related to the students as they 

shared the ups and downs of interfaith mar-

riage.  From telling their families, to their  

  



Temple Beth El Confirmation  Temple Israel Confirmation  

By:  Rabbi Ezring    

 Students in the 10th grade learn about 
our heritage and traditions through the study 
of Torah portions.  Our goal is to help students 
develop an understanding of Jewish ethics for 
todayôs world and provide them with the tools 
they need to guide them in the years to come.  

 The tenth graders explore Judaism in 
depth and strive to define 
their personal Jewish phi-
losophy and theology.  Con-
firmands will celebrate their 
commitment to Jewish life in 
a special service at the end 
of the school year. 
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Post Confirmation (11th and 12th grades)  

called "The Jewish Lens". This curriculum 
uses the work of renowned photographer 
Zion Ozeri as a stimulus for exploring Jew-

ish values and the diversity of the 
world's Jewish communities. Our 
students are going to focus on our 
own Charlotte community - captur-
ing their communal values on film!  

 Both Andrew and I look for-
ward to going on this journey with 

our students, as we explore our Jewish 
identity and our relationship with Israel.  

 Our first semester in Post-
Confirmation class was dedicated to the 
D a v i d  P r o j e c t  c u r r i c u l u m . 
 This curriculum, which is 
taught in  more than 100 schools 
across the United States and Can-
ada, enables our students to un-
derstand the complexities of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict in ways that 
promote critical thinking,   discus-
sion, historical accuracy, moral decision-
making and activism. 

 We are also very excited about intro-
ducing a brand new curriculum this year 

By Andrew Bernstein and Tair Guidice  

 

 

By: Rabbi Streiffer 

 
 We have had an exciting fall.   On Wednes-
day nights we have been creatively winding our 
way through the  liturgy as we deliberated on who 
wrote the Torah, debated  what happened at Sinai, 
and compared the 
characteristics of 
our matriarchs and 
patriarchs to major 
personalities in pop 
culture today.    

 The highlight of the months gone by was 
most definitely our Confirmation Trip to Washing-
ton. Over the course of 4 jam -packed days, we met 
with Congressman Wattôs staff, attended Shabbat 
services and dinner at Hillel, visited the U.S. Holo-
caust Memorial Museum, learned about social jus-
tice and Judaism at the Religious Action Center, 
and much more! 
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By: Judy Freger  

 

 We created group mu-

rals that express what a Jew-

ish Community is.   The art-

work was researched, 

sketched, copied and 

painted in groups.   Through 

our work experience and 

study, we not only learned 

about Jewish Community but 

became a community our-

selves.   We learned to value 

each personõs talents and 

abilities as being important 

to the art community in our 

classroom.   We learned how 

difficult and re-

warding being a 

part of a commu-

nity is. Some stu-

dents explored 

traditional community and 

used a realistic style, others 

a modern approach and an 

abstract style. Some groups 

choose an  optimistic view 

and a  symbolic style.   Finally 

one group did an advertis-

ing  approach and used a 

graphic style.     

 

Honorable Menschen:  

8th grade: Jacob Fremder-

man, Rachel Rappaport, and 

Lydia Safir  

9th grade:  Sarah Claypoole 

and Carly Ruda  

Hebrew Rocks the World  

By: Donna DeGroot  

 

 When I took my Hebrew 
Rocks curriculum and used it as a 
prism to look at how we have 
built communities around the 
world, the result was quite inter-
esting.  For some reason, this 
class seemed to eat more than 
previous classes have.  Early in 
the trimester we went to my 
house to have popcorn in the 
Sukkah and we discussed how 
the holiday of Sukkot is a com-
munity builder.  We are encour-
aged to invite guests to our little 
house out in the yard away from 
the 

distractions of the modern 
world.  While in the Sukkah we 
discussed a song by the Israeli 
group Hadag Nachash called ñrak 
poòðñonly hereò.  This song 
points out the interesting peculi-
arities of our homeland of Is-
rael.   We listened to the music of 
different ethnic groups in Is-
rael.  Music of North African and 
Ethiopian immigrants were spe-
cial favorites.  On November 4 
the students again walked to my 
home for the Israeli national 
foodðFelafel, chips (French fries) 
and   salad.     

By: Lisa Nagel  

 

 It's always so hard to be-
lieve when a Session comes to 
an end.  When we are busy in 
the Temple Israel kitchen recre-
ating recipes from days gone by 
the hour and the weeks seem to 
disappear.  Our kids learned 
how to cook Kosher Chi-
nese,  Kasha Varnishkes, Sim-
chat Torah Cakes, Falafel and 
other Israeli specialties such as 
Linzer Tortes.  

 We also baked 200 cup-
cakes for Room at the 
Inn.   (Okay...the recipe for the 

200 cupcakes 
was not old 
but it was so 
awesome to 
see the kids 
excited about 
doing this 

mitzvah!)   

 We are looking forward 
to more spectacular culinary 
creations next Session. 

  I'd like to offer Mazel 
Tov to the following kids for be-
ing Honorable Menschen:   

Melanie Zimmerman, Ashley 
Maguire, Sara Hader, and Ariel 
Morse 

 

Thanks for sharing your children 
with me...  

Art Builds Community  Jewish Cooking the USA Way  

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.thejewishweek.com/jewishweek/image/articles/Halocaust%2520CookBook%2520Cover.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.thejewishweek.com/viewArticle/c36_a958/News/New_York.html&usg=__iDhUyjhRQ2HAwSQr2I1bkMk6_i4=&h=744&w=5


Madrachim Workshop  
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By: Barbara Feld  

    

 What are Madrichim?   
They are enthusiastic 8th grade 
students from Temple Beth El 
and Temple Israel, eager to help 
in the religious school classroom. 

 Our course began with 
students identifying their own 
skills and qualities most benefi-
cial in the classroom.  They dis-
covered how best to motivate 
students as well as deliver their 
daily responsibilities.   The stu-
dents role played 
various lessons, skill-
fully working with 
children in small 
groups as well as 
one-on-one.  They 
also discovered that every child 
has their own learning style and 
abilities.  Students explored mul-
tiple intelligences and how to 
mold a lesson around them. 

 Through the use of a 
journal, kept by the students, we 
were able to discuss weekly ex-
periences in their classes and 
how they handled them.  It was 
a great learning experience for 
all......and students left the elec-
tive with new materials to better 
enhance their teaching styles.   

 

The entire class achieved Honor-
able Menschen for journal writ-
ing, spontaneous lesson creation 
and enthusiastic participation. 

 

 

By: Amy Montoni  

  

 This trimester, we ex-

plored what itôs like to live out-

side the ñmarginsò of our regu-

lar Jewish community.  We had 

three guest speakers: Bentzion 

Groner talked about Jews with 

disabilities; Bea Gibbs told us 

about her experiences with eld-

erly Jews; and Ira Bukzin told 

his personal story of being 

poor, alcoholic, and bi-polar 

and how he relates to the Jew-

ish commu-

nity. We also 

learned that in 

Israel some 

Jews are mar-

g i n a l i z e d : 

E t h i o p i a n s 

and women.  

 We ended the semester 

with some roll playing exercises 

to learn to accept homosexual, 

lesbian, bi-sexual and transgen-

dered Jews into our commu-

nity. 

 

9th and 10th grade Honorable 

Menschen: Brian Blanco 

8th grade Honorable Menschen: 

Mara Michel, Mimi Brown  

On the Margin  

   By: Asaf Shenhav  

 

 This semester will not 
be easily forgotten!  

 The students and I 
have gone through a process 
of exploring different sides of 
Israel. The whole concept of 
this class was teaching the 
students to ask as many 
questions as possible and not 
be afraid to speak their 
minds.  There is so much to 
learn about Israel!  

 The teenagers have 
learned a lot about the He-
brew word- ñLamaò which 
means- why. 

 With that 
question and 
many others 
we didnôt let any 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
about Israel just 
fly by.  We challenged our-
selves to verify and find the 
truth behind different subjects 
as Jews in Israel through Is-

raeli history, Israeli music, Is-
raeli commercials, Israeli ce-
lebrities and together etc.   

 Together we have 
learned that although there is 
only one Israel, it has so 
many intriguing sides to it.  

Israel - Language and People 



Hebrew Rocks the 

World cont.  
Shalom YõAll 

By Michael Harvey 

 Jewtopia has been a won-
derful educational experience for 
both the students and myself.   We 
took difficult issues such as religios-
ity, culture, traditions, and citizen-
ship, and together broke them 
down into what we want for our-
selves and for this hypothetical sce-
nario.   

 Some of the shaping of our 
Jewtopia was done through group 
discussions, but mostly it was 
through heated debate.  I was par-
ticularly impressed with how ani-
mated some students became 
when arguing their 
perspective on an 
issue.  There were 
many times when 
the class erupted 
into a life of its 
own!  

 
By Jamie Bryan 

. This has been a great ses-
sion, learning with the new stu-
dents at Hebrew High.   
 Growing up in North Caro-
lina we all have a great sense of 
what it is like to be Jewish in the 
South.  In this class, we have 

been able to 
study the history 
of the Jewish 
community of 
Charlotte, the 
importance of 
Shalom Park in 
American Juda-

ism, and about being Jewish dur-
ing the Civil War. 
 We have had some great 
conversations in the class where 
we could share our experiences 
and thoughts on Judaism. I look 
forward to exploring our shared 
Jewish identity in future classes! 

Volume 9 Issue 1 Page 6 

They even tried a favorite cit-

rus fruit from Israel ñthe 

Pamello.   Now that they know 

how to eat them you can dare 

to but one from Harris Teeter.  

 

 

 

Honorable Menschen :   Max 

DiPetro, Abbi Ditesheim, 

Dan ie l  Wi l lenz ik ,  Kyle 

Worrel,   Hannah Lieberman, 

Melissa Valdman, Michael 

Roochvarg, Caleb Seidler, Eric 

Formica, Sam Markiewitz  

 

   

Jewtopia  

sor of ñFall In Love With Israelò program, 

where students from all of the Jewish youth 

organizations spent the ENTIRE evening 

(until 7:30 am) learning about Israel, danc-

ing, having fun and connecting to the Jewish 

homeland. 

 We are so thankful to our families and the time 

and effort that they put in to helping Hebrew 

High be successful.  If you have a few extra 

minutes please volunteer to be on the PTO 

board or help at a program.   

 Thanks for the snacks, the 

driving and the support for our 

school.   

From the Directorõs Desk conõt Congratulations to our 1st Session Honor-

able Menschen!  

 

Melanie Zimmerman, Ashley Maguire, Sara 

Hader, Ariel Morse, Jacob Fremderman, 

Rachel Rappaport, Lydia Safir, Sarah Clay-

poole, Carly Ruda, Brian Blonco, Mara Mi-

chel, Mimi Brown, All of Morah Feldõs 

Madrachim class, Max DiPietro, Abbi 

Ditesheim, Daniel Willenzik, Hannah Lie-

berman, Melissa Valdman, Michael Rooch-

varg, Caleb Seidler, Eric Formica, Sam 

Markiewitz  

 

Come by the CHS office for a special treat!  
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Special Programs  

Teacher Workshop 2009 -2010  

 

 

 

Orientation 2009 -2010  

 

 

 

Scott Fried ñGuest Speaker  

Our teachers met on September 9th to kick off the 2009 -2010 Hebrew High School year!  We discussed the 

social and educational needs of our students, and how we can make Hebrew High a positive and enlightening 

experience for them.  Through roll playing, workshops, and special guest speaker and psychologist, Dr. Stuart 

Cohen, we are ready to guide our students through another productive year of Hebrew High!  

Orientation was held on September 16th and we had a wonderful crowd of parents and students turn out for 

this event.  Roz greeted everyone and then discussions were held on the safety of our car pool line, an intro-

duction of our teachers, and an overview of Hebrew High.  Students and parents participated in an exercise 

on taking important topics and coming up with ways to teach those topics to teenagers.  Wonderful lessons 

were learned by all on how to ñreachò our teens about important issues regarding Judaism and Israel. 

Scott Fried wowed our Hebrew High students and parents with his honest account of how he contacted HIV.  He 

stressed the importance of valuing yourself and believing in yourself when it comes to making decisions.  Scottôs lack of 

self respect led him to make bad choices which led him to both physical and emotional issues.  ñThere are no tomorrows 

once you make a bad choice, Scott said.   The key is to make the right choice and be responsible.ò  Scottôs lesson was 

an important one for all of us who were lucky enough to hear him speak!  




